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INTRODUCTION 

■  t 

Opportunities  to  gain  information  from  East  Zone  Germans  are  limited 
to  those  few  occasions  during  the  year  when  sizeable  numbers  take  advantage 
of  the  holding  of  a  Fair  in  West  Berlin  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  city.   One  of 
the  best  known  of  these  is  the  Industrial  Pair,  held  every  September. 

The  present  sample  of  4OO  East  German  adults  (18  years  of  age  and  older) 
was  interviewed  at  the  gates  of  the  Fair  grounds  during  the  duration  of  the 
Fair  (September  13  -  September  28,  1958).  Since  the  intention  was,  as  in 
the  past,  to  secure  a  group  as  representative  of  the  East  Zone  population, 
rather  than  of  the  East  German  visitors  to  the  Fair,  quota  controls  based  on 
sex,  and  geographical  distribution  were  erected.  These  tv/o  are  the  only 
possibilities  in  view  of  the  absence  of  reliable  statistical  data  about  the 
East  Zone  population. 

Interviewing  was  accomplished  by  DIVO,  Marktforschung  -  Meinungsforschuug  - 
Sozialforschung,  GmbH,  Frankfurt/Main,  Bad  Godesberg,  a  German  survey  organization. 

SUMMARY 

The  results  of  the  present  survey  of  East  German  visitors  to  the  Berlin  In- 
dustrial Fair  of  1958  point  to  a  deeper  mood  of  pessimism  than  has  been  found  so 
far.  The  ratio  of  respondents  saying  that  conditions  in  the  GDR  have  become  worse 
has  now  risen  to  one  out  of  four,  while  an  additional  two  out  of  tfiroe  simply 
say  that  conditions  have  not  improved. 

Another  sign  of  their  feelings  can  be  seen  in  the  responses  concerning  re- 
unification. For  the  first  time  a  majority  of  the  East  German  intervie^vees  say 
either  that  it  will  take  more  than  10  years  to  achieve  reunification  or  that  it 
will  never  come  about  I   In  previous  surveys  this  group  v/as  about  one-third. 

In  securing  their  opinions  concerning  local  matters,  the  data  reveal  that 
while  majorities  have  negative  attitudes  towards  various  Communist  lines,  a  sig- 
nificantly large  percentage  has  not  even  heard  of  some  of  them.  For  example, 
when  asking  for  their  views  of  the  new  "Polytechnic  Education"  more  than  four  out 
of  ten  admitted  that  they  had  never  heard  of  it  5  and  when  they  were  asked  about 
the  pronouncements  coming  out  of  the  Fifth  SED  Party  Convention,  which  v/as  certain- 
ly publicized  throughout  the  East  Zone  during  July,  a  Most  a  third  said  that  they 
did  not  know  what  had  been  pronounced. 

The  best  known  of  the  Party  Convention  pronouncements  was  the  one  concerning  ■ 
the  intention  to  surpass  the  Federal  Republic  in  per  capita  consumption  by  I96I. 
This  goal  is  shrugged  off  by  respondents.  Nine  out  of  ten  do  not  consider  it 
likely.   In  fact  a  majority  calls  it  "completely  impossible". 
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Part  I  -  General  Conditions 

EVEN  GREATER  PESSIMISM  OVER  CONDITIONS  WITHIN  THE  GDR  . . . 

The  East  Zone  visitors  to  the  Berlin  Industrial  Fair  were  asked  whether 
conditions  in  the  GDR  had  improved  recently  or  not.  And,  while  it  is  true 
that  two-thirds  {6&fo),    as  during  the  Green  Week  in  1957  s  simply  replied 
that  conditions  had  not  improved,  there  was  a  further  significant  shift  in 
the  replies  of  the  remaining  people. 

Whereas  over  four  out  of  ten  East  German  visitors  to  the  Industrial  Fair 
of  1956,  and  two  out  of  ten  such  visitors  to  the  Green  Week  of  1957 >  had  said  , 
that  conditions  had  improved,  less  than  one  out  of  ten  (9?^)  made  that  reply  this 
time.  The  shift  was  to  the  more  pessimistic  reply  that  conditions  had  'become 
worse  {24'fo   as  against  10^^  in  the  1957  survey). 

"As  far  as  you  can  judge,  would  you  say  that  conditions 
in  the  GDR  have  improved  recently,  or  wouldn' t  you  say  so?" 

Industrial  "Green      Industrial 
Fair  I956    Week"  1957  Pair  1958 
■■"   '     (500)       (500)       (400) 

Yes„  improved                   4Tf<>  22!fo  9^ 

No,  not  improved                55  68  66 

Worsened                        -  10  24 

No  opinion                      *  *  1 

lOC^o  lOCffo  100^ 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 
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IMPROVEMENTS  APPARENTLY  LIMITED  TO  CONSUMER  GOODS  . . . 

Those  few  people  who  felt  that  conditions  within  the  GDR  had  improved 
lately  mainly  pointed  to  "the  greater  availability  of  goods"  when  asked  to 
state  what  the  improvement  had  been.  While  the  general  comments  are  similar 
to  previous  tendencies  to  be  concerned  with  economic  matters,  it  now  seems 
exclusively  concerned  with  consumer  goods  rather  than  with  the  food  situation. 

The  following  Summary  Table  illustrates  the  nature  of  tiw  replies  which 
have  been  made  by  those  people  who  felt  that  some  measure  of  improvement  had 
been  effected. 

"As  far  as  you  can  judge,  would  you  say  that  conditions 
in  the  GDR  have  improved  recently,  or  wouldn't  you  say  so?" 

IF  "Yes,  improved"; 

"Of  what  are  you  thinking?" 


Summary  Table 


Industrial 
Fair  1958 

In  the  Economic  Sector  ilW°) 

Improved  supply  of 

consumer  goods  &fo 

Improved  food  situation  1 

Farmers  are  better  off  - 

Price  reductions 
Better  supply  of  raw  materials 
Other  answers  2 

In  the  Political  Sector  (  -'fo) 

More  political  freedom 
Other  answers 

Miscellaneous  Comments  (  ifo) 


Increased  social  benefits 
Facilitated  tourist  traffic 
Other  answers 


No  Opinion/No  Answer 


L£l 


"Green  Indixstrial 

Week"   1957     Fair  1956 


(l9/o) 


7 

5 
* 


2 
1 


(  ¥) 


1 
1 


(48/0 


217o 
20 

3 

1 

3 


(  Tfo) 


7 


(    ^o) 


1 
4 
5 


64fo@ 


*■  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 


COMMENTS  m  DETAIL  . . . 


Improved  supply  of  consumer  goods ; 

"You  are  able  to  buy  almost  everything  now.   I'm  thinking  of 
textiles,  leather  goods,  coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  etc." 

"More  goods  are  available  now.   It  is  no  longer  necessary  to  go 
to  the  West  in  order  to  buy  every  coffee  bean," 

"You  can  buy  more  goods  now.  That  makes  life  easier  for  us." 

"Now  I  am  able  to  buy  everything  I  need.  There's  a  large 
selection  of  goods." 

"Textiles  have  improved  in  quality." 

"Shoes  auad  clothing  are  of  better  quality  now." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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Industrial 
Fair  1958 
■   (400) 


(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 


The  average  income  has  risen; 

"Wages  have  increased  over  here." 

"Our  wages  are  now  higher  than  those  in  the  West." 

"Vflioever  works  can  earn  more  and  more." 

Improved  food  situation; 

"The  rationing  system  has  ended 

Facilitated  tourist  traffic; 

"We  can  travel  to  West  Berlin  or  the  Federal  Republic  if 
we  have  a  plausible  explanation  for  going  there." 


Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 


Industrial 
Fair  1958 


12^ 
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MAJORITY  VIEW  NEW  "POLYTECHNIC  EDUCATION"  SUSPICIOUSLY,  WHILE  LARGE  MINORITY 
SAY  "NEVER  HEARD  OF  IT"  ... 

In  reply  to  a  completely  open  query  as  to  what  they  thovight  of  the  new 
"Polytechnic  Education",  more  thaai  two  out  of  five  respondents  freely  admitted 
that  they  had  never  heard  of  it  (44?^)  • 

Classification  of  the  replies  of  the  remaining  56  per  cent,  who  by  giving 
their  opinion  indicated  that  they  knew  something  about  it,  clearly  indicates 
that  this  new  "plaji"  is  skeptically  regarded  in  the  East  Zone.  Only  about  one 
comment  out  of  ten  had  anything  good  to  say  about  this  proclamation  which  would 
send  the  youth  of  the  GDR  to -■work  in  the  factories  and  on  farms  to  give  them 
"a  practical  education". 

Most  of  the  negative  remarks  made  it  clear  that  they  regarded  the  plan  as 
an  attempt  to  introduce  child  labor  under  the  guise  of  an  education. 

In  the  second  column  of  the  table,  respondents  have  been  classified  on 
the  basis  of  their  replies.  Anyone  who  had  anything  good  to  say  about  "Polytech- 
nic Education"  was  considered  as  having  a  favorable  stand  {lyfo),   while 
people  were  placed  on  the  negative  side  (45^)  if  their  comments  were  exclusively 
unfavorable. 

"What  do  you  think  of  the  new  'Polytechnic  Education' 
in  the  GDR?" 


Summary  Table 


I.  Negative  Answers  {5^/°) 

Child  labor; 

Meajit  to  compensate  for  the 

shortage  of  manpower 
Endangers  health  of  yo\mg  people 
Re introduction  of  compulsory 

labor  service 
Youth  being  exploited  as  cheap  labor 
Young  people  will  lose  their  youth 

Youth  too  immat-ure  to  benefit ; 

Education  will  be  neglected; 

Miscellaneous  negative  replies; 


Comments 


12 
7 

6 
5 

4 


3'fo 


People 


II.  Positve  Answers   (l5^) 

Gives  young  people  a  practical  education;   I'^'fo 

Better  than  VoPo  service;  2fo 

Other  positive  answers;  *^ 


15 


III.  Never  Heard  of  it 


10^ 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 

@  Some  repondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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DETAILED  REPLIES  CONCERNING  "POLYTECHNIC  EDUCATION"  ... 


"What  do  you  think  of  the  new  'Polytechnic  Education' 
in  the  GDR?" 


NEGATIVE  ANSWERS 


Child  labot 


Meant  to  compensate  for  the  shortage  of  manpower; 

"Today  there  is  quite  a  shortage  of  manpower,  and  so  the 

government  plans  to  form  supplementary  working  cadres  to 

work  in  business  and  industry.  This  is  a  bad  sign." 
"Here  the  misery  of  our  situation  comes  to  light.  To  fulfill 

the  production  quotas  they  put  children  to  work." 
"This  procedure  clearly  shows  our  situation  as  far  as  manpower 

is  concerned.   Children  are  forced  to  take  the  place  of 

refugees  who  fled  to  West  Germany." 
"Our  economy  is  in  such  a  deplorable  state  that  our  young  people 

are  put  to  work  to  make  up  for  the  lack  of  skilled  laborers." 
"The  introduction  of  the  'Polytechnic  Education'  in  the  GDR 

is  a  consequence  of  their  lack  of  manpower.  They  try  to 

compensate  for  this  shortage  by  putting  young  people  to  work." 
"Young  people  must  take  the  place  of  workers  who  are  completely 

exhausted  and  unable  to  work.  They  must  even  sacrifice  their 

free  time." 

Endangers  health  of  young  people ; 

"We,  the  parents,  clearly  realize  how  much  our  children's  health 

is  endangered  by  continuous  overwork.   Children  are  physically 

unable  to  do  that  kind  of  work." 
"I  strongly  disapprove  of  it  because  it's  detrimental  to  the 

children's  health." 
"Children  who  are  overworked  at  an  early  age  will  suffer  from 

this  all  their  lives," 
"After  school  children  are  unable  to  do  some  additional  work 

in  the  factories.  This  is  too  much  for  them  in  every  respect." 

Reintroduction  of  compulsory  labor  service; 

"In  my  opinion,  this  just  means  another  form  of  our  former 

compulsory  labor  service.  The  government  has  only  selfish 

intentions  for  this  move.  They  just  want  to  exert  a  stronger 

influence  upon  our  young  people." 
"This  is  just  another  terror  action  by  the  GDR.  They  want  to 

get  young  people  completely  under  their  control,  and  alienate 

parents  and  children." 
"There  is  no  difference  between  this  'Polytechnic  Education'  and 

the  National  Socialist  compulsory  labor  service;  only  the 

latter  did  not  promote  World  Communism  then." 

Youth  being  exploited  as  cheap  labor; 

"In  my  opinion,  this  is  a  mean  measure  of  the  government  to 

get  cheap  labor." 
"I  take  a  very  dim  view  of  the  introduction  of  this  kind  of 

education.  They  just  play  a  dirty  trick  on  our  young  people. 

They  need  cheap  workers,  that's  all." 
"This  is  just  a  new  way  of  coercion.  Young  people  are  being 

exploited  because  they  have  to  work  without  any  compensation." 
"V/ell,  I  don't  think  young  people  feel  very  enthusiastic  about 

working  hard  without  any  compensation." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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Industrial 
Pair  1958 
(400) 


12/o 


lio 


(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 


Industrial 
Pair  1958 


Young  people  will  lose  their  youth:  4 

"I  object  strongly  to  such  an  education.   Children  should 

live  like  children,  and  should  not  be  put  to  work." 
"Let  young  people  be  yoving.  They  will  have  to  work  all 

their  lives,  and  life  is  short  enough  and  full  of  trouble, 

after  all." 
"This  is  complete  nonsense.  They  want  to  deprive  young  people 

of  the  best  thing  one  han  in  life,  a  carefree  youth." 

Youth  too  immature  to  benefit  (6^) 

"Conditions  will  not  improve  even  if  they  put  school  children 

to  work.  They  cannot  do  the  job  because  they  are  not  yet 

interested  in  any  kind  of  work." 
"I  don't  believe  that  this  'Polytechnic  Education'  is  a  very 

good  idea.   I  don't  think  that  our  young  people  are 

sufficiently  mature  to  realize  the  necessity  of  work." 
"They  want  young  people  to  get  acquainted  with  business 

operations  and  machinery  but,  in  my  opinion,  they  are  just 

too  yoxmg  to  gain  something  from  this  experience," 

Education  will  be  neglected  (  3>) 

"This  is  really  a  serious  problem,  I  am  a  teacher  myself,  and 
I  am  particularly  worried  because  school  education  will  become 
more  and  more  neglected," 

"This  is  a  rather  risky  experiment.  This  physical  strain  is 
too  much  for  young  people.  Their  mental  capacity  will  decrease 
about  75  per  cent.   The  overall  knowledge  of  young  people  will 
reach  a  terribly  low  level." 

Miscellaneous  negative  replies  (  Tfe) 

"Prom  my  point  of  view  I  strongly  object  to  this  kind  of 
education.   It  is  typically  Russian.  Every  human  being  should 
be  free  to  decide  whether  to  work  manually  or  mentally.  This 
'Polytechnic  Education'  is  a  compulsory  means  and  therefore 
cannot  be  accepted." 

"They  just  want  to  demonstrate  that  there  is  a  lot  of  work  in 
the  GDR,  so  that  even  young  people  must  be  put  to  work.  I'm 
strongly  against  that  kind  of  'education'." 

"This  'Polytechnic  Education'  alienates  parents  and  children." 

"There's  absolutely  no  sense  in  it.   It  is  neither  welcomed  by 
employers  nor  by  the  young  people.  The  snnli  number  of 
employers  that  we  still  have  consider  it  a  kind  of  'snooping'," 


(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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POSITIVE  ANSWERS 


Industrial 
Fair  1958 


Gives  young  people  a  practical  education  (15?^) 

"In  my  opinion,  this  'Polytechnic  Education'  has  its  positive 

aspects.   It  might  give  young  people  an  opportunity  to  discover 

some  hidden  talents  and  abilities,  and  besides  they  will  be 

adequately  prepared  for  their  future  occupations.   They  gain 

a  practical  education  that  way," 
"I  take  a  positive  view  on  this  kind  of  education.  Young  people 

like  to  do  physical  work.   I  think  it  a  rather  good  idea  that 

they  introduced  something  like  that." 
"I  think  this  is  a  positive  and  progressive  development.  There 

is  practical  education  involved »  and  young  people  are  trained 

by  experts." 
"This  way  young  people  come  into  contact  with  manual  labor  at 

an  early  age.  They  can  only  profit  from  such  an  experience." 
"I  could  not  think  of  any  objections.   It  never  hurts  young 

people  to  learn." 
"In  my  opinion  it  is  a  good  idea  to  give  young  people  a 

practical  education," 

Better  than  ?oPq  service  (  l^o) 

"In  my  opinion  it  is  better  than  drafting  young  people  for  the 

People's  Police,  which  is  practically  a  preliminary  stage  of 

military  service." 
"If  our  children  are  exempted  from  VoPo  service  by  undergoing 

'Polytechnic  Education'  it  is  not  so  bad.  After  all,  they'll 

learn  something." 
"If  our  young  people,  instead  of  having  to  serve  in  the  VoPo, 

could  chose  'Polytechnic  Education',  this  kind  of  work 

wouldn't  be  so  bad." 


Other  positive  answers  (  "^^o) 

"That  makes  you  uneasy,  doesn't  it.  We  don't  talk,  we  act 
and  our  young  people  know  that  they  serve  a  good  purpose." 


Never  Heard  of  it  (44^) 

109>@ 


Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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ONLY  ONE  OUT  OF  TWENTY  CALLS  CHURCH  FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  . . . 

Very  few  East  Germans  are  under  any  illusions  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
relationship  between  the  Church  and  the  State  in  the  GDR.  Only  one  person 
out  of  twenty  {'ffo)   answered  that  the  Church  was  somewhat  or  even  fully 
free  and  independent,  whereas  almost  nine-tenths  (87^)  said  that  the  Church 
was  under  control. 

"When  you  consider  the  relationship  between  the  Church 
and  the  Government  in  the  GDR:  In  your  opinion,  is 
the  Church  free  aJid  independent,  or  does  the  Government 
exercise  control?  (Fully  free  or  somewhat  free  and 
independent?)   (Under  strong  or  under  some  control?)" 

Industrial 
Fair  1958 
(400) 

Fully  free  and  independent  4?^ 

Somewhat  free  and  independent  1 

Under  some  control  27 

Under  strong  control  60 

No  opinion  8 

100^0 
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Part  II  -  Current  Views  on  Reunification 

MAJORITY  NOW  UNCERTAIN  WHEN,  IF  EVER,  REUNIFICATION  CAN  BE  EXPECTED  ... 

While  previous  surveys  of  ICast  German  visitors  to  West  Berlin  Fairs 
have  always  expressed  considerable  uncertainty  over  when  they  thought 
reunification  might  be  expected,  there  had  been  sizeable  numbers  (around 
a  quarter  of  those  interviewed)  who  replied  that  reunification  might  be 
only  a  year  or  two  off.  This  time  hardly  anyone  could  be  found  who  was 
that  optimistic  (5?o), 

The  shift  toward  the  pessimistic  end  of  the  scale  is  so  pronounced 
that  it  would  almost  appear  as  if  those  who  no  longer  were  so  optimistic 
had  all  gone  over  to  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum.  The  increase  among 
those  who  replied  that  reunification  would  take  more  than  ten  years,  or 
would  never  be  achieved  is  almost  as  great  as  the  decrease  found  among 
the  optimists.  Now  a  majority  (5^)  as  against  earlier  proportions  of 
about  one-third  had  doubts  as  to  when  it  would  occur,  if  ever. 

"How  long,  do  you  think,  it  will  take  until  reunification 
occurs?  Do  you  believe  we  will  achieve  reunification 
within  the  next  1  to  2  years,  3  to  5  years,  within  the 
next  10  years,  or  do  you  believe  it  will  take  even  longer?" 


Industrial  "Green      Industrial 
Fair  1956    Week"  1957  Fair  1958 
(500)        (500)       (400) 


Within  the  next  1-2  years 

Within  the  next  3-5  years 
Within  the  next  10  years 

Will  take  even  longei' 

Don't  believe  reunification  will  be 

achieved,  reunification  does  not 

seem  feasible 

Qualified  answer 
No  opinion 


22/o 

26/0 
11  ) 
32    ) 


37 


32 


27/. 

22 
8 

15 
21 


100% 


30 


56 


16  ) 
23   ) 

26    ) 


39 


53 


27   J 

4 

1 

lOOfo 
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BUT  MAJORITY  STILL  FEELS  REUNIFICATION  LIKELY  TO  BE  ACHIEVED  THROUGH 
WEST-EAST  NEGOTIATIONS  RATHER  THAN  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC-GDR  EFFORTS  ... 

As  was  noted  above,  there  is  increasing  pessimism  over  when  reunification 
will  come  about,  but  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  significant  shift  in 
opinion  as  to  how  it  will  come  about.  A  majority  (57?^)  still  says  that  it 
is  more  likely  to  be  achieved  through  negotiations  between  the  Western  Powers 
and  Russia.  This  percentage  is  the  same  as  that  found  expressed  by  Eagt 
German  visitors  to  the  "Green  Week"  in  West  Berlin  during  February  1957 »  but 
lower  than  that  found  among  East  Germans  attending  the  Industrial  Fairs  of 
1956  or  1955  (67^0  and  jefo,   respectively). 

While  there  appears  to  be  a  slight  decrease  amon^-  those  selecting 
negotiations  between  the  Federal  Republic  and  the  GDR  as  the  most  likely 
means  (ij^'o  now  as  against  25/0  in  1957,  25^0  in  1956  and  l&fo   in  1955),  there 
is  a  corresponding  increase  among  those  saying  that  some  combination  of  both 
of  these  methods  will  bring  about  reunification  {2jfo  now  as  contrasted  with  but 
&fo  making  this  answer  last  year). 

"Which  way,  do  you  think,  reunification  is  more  likely 
to  be  achieved}  Through  negotiations  between  the  West 
German  Federal  Goverjlxaent  and  the  GDR,  or  through 
negotiations  between  the  Western  Powers  and  Russia?" 

Industrial  Industrial  "Green      Industrial 
Fair  1955   Fair  1956    Week"  1957  Fair  1958 
(201)       (500)       (500)       (400) 

Through  negotiation  between 

the  West  German  Federal 

Government  and  the  GDR        Idfo  2yfo  2^c 

Through  negotiations  between 

the  Western  Powers  and  Russia 
Qualified  answers 
Both  ways 
No  opinion 


78 

67 

56 

57 

- 

- 

4 

2 

- 

- 

8 

25 

-It 
lOC^ 

10 
lOC^o 

lOC^'o 

lOQ 
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Part  III  -  Fifth  SED  Party  Convention 

THREE  OUT  OF  TEN  ADMIT  THAT  THEY  ARE  UNAWARE  OF  WHAT  PROCLAIMED  AT 
SED  CONVENTION  ... 

DESIRE  TO  HAVE  PER  CAPITA  CONSUMPTIONS  SURPASS  FEDERAL  REPUBLIC'S 
BEST  KNOWN  ITEM  ... 

In  reply  to  a  simple  question  of  v/hether  they  knew  what  had  been 
proclaimed  at  the  Fifth  SED  Party  Convention,  which  had  taken  place  only 
two  months  before,  three  out  of  ten  East  Germans  interviewed  {^ifo)   admitted 
that  they  did  not  know. 

Among  those  who  said  that  they  knew  what  had  come  out  of  the  convention, 
the  goal  of  having  per  capita  consumption  in  the  GDR  surpass  that  of  the 
Federal  Republic's  by  I96I  was  the  best  known  (6lfo),  while  the  "normalization" 
of  the  Berlin  situation  was  mentioned  by  the  smallest  percentage  {&fo). 

In  studying  the  table  below,  which  lists  the  goals  announced  at  the 
5th  SED  Party  Convention,  it  should  be  realized  that  this  list  appeared  as 
a  pre-code  on  the  questionnaire  for  the  convenience  of  the  interviewer,  and 
was  not  shown  to  the  respondent.  As  far  as  the  latter  was  concerned,  he 
was  merely  asked  to  express  in  his  own  words  what  "this  proclamation  contained* 
As  he  touched  on  one  of  the  listed  points,  the  interviewer  merely  needed  to 
check  it  off  without  copying  down  the  entire  statement. 

"Do  you  happen  to  know,  what  was  proclaimed  at  the 
Fifth  SED  Party  Convention  in  July  of  this  year?" 

Industrial 
Fair  1958 
(400) 

Yes  69^0 

No  31 

lOOfo 

IF  "Yes"; 

"Could  you  tell  me  what  this  proclamation  contained?" 

Industrial 
Fair  1958 

A.  Safeguarding  the  peace  3^° 

B.  Industrial  output  to  be  increased 

until  1965  41 

C.  Rise  in  goals  for  the  economic  plan      57 

D.  GDR's  per  capita  consumption  must 

surpass  that  of  the  German  Federal 
Republic  by  I96I  61 

E.  Normalization  of  the  Berlin  situation      8 

F.  Reunification  is  a  purely 

German  problem  35 

G.  Continuation  of  the  fight  against 

"atomic  war"  politicians              19 
No  opinion  1_ 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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SEVEN  OUT  OF  TEN  MAKE  CRITICAL  COMMENTS  CONCERNING  THE  PER  CAPITA  CONSUMPTION 
GOAL  ... 

After  all  those  who  had  not  known  about  the  SED  Convention  or  had  not 
mentioned  the  goal  of  surpassing  the  Federal  Republic  in  per  capita  con- 
sumption by  1961  had  been  informed  that  such  was  indeed  one  of  the  aims 
announced  at  the  party  convention,  all  respondents  were  asked  in  another 
open  query,  "What  is  your  opinion  on  this  subject?". 

Seven  out  of  ten  individuals  made  unreservedly  critical  comments  (72^) » 
while  two  out  of  ten  (22^)  did  moke  some  positive  remarks. 

Examination  of  the  comments  themselves,  however,  reveals  that  among 
those  making  positive  remarks  most  qualified  these  comments  (l^)  so  that 
only  a  very  small  minority  appear  to  be  completely  on  the  plus  side  (45^). 
It  is  the  critical  people  who  in  their  criticism  come  up  with  more  than  one 
remark  per  person. 


"What  is  your  opinion  on  this  subject?" 

Summary  Table 

Positive  Answers; 

Conditions  have  improved  already 
Russia  will  aid  to  reach  this  aim 
Conditions  must  improve  in  order  to 

prevent  flight  from  the  GDR 
Other  answers 

Conditional  Positive  Answers; 

This  aim  can  only  be  reached  by  imports 

from  abroad 
This  aim  can  only  be  reached  by 

reunification 
This  aim  can  only  be  reached  in 

certain  sectors 
Other  answers 


Comments 


1 

) 
*  ) 
2  ) 


6/.)   ) 


5 


18 


4 
3  ) 


)   ) 
) 


People 


22/9 


Ne/gative  Answers; 

It  is  just  propaganda,  there  will  be 

no  improvement 
This  aim  cannot  be  reached  because  of 

the  lack  of  raw  materials  and 

production  means 
The  economy  of  the  GDR  has  deteriorated  to 

such  an  extent  that  this  aim  cannot 

be  reached 
The  inability  of  the  government  renders 

it  impossible 
There  will  be  no  improvement,  rather  a 

deterioration  (without  specification) 
The  USSR  hinders  all  improvements 
Other  answers 


19/0) 


15 


14  )Vfo 

) 

9 
5 

4 


72 


No  Opinion; 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 


6 

I05fc@ 


6 
100^ 
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"THERE  WILL  BE  NO  IMPROVEMENT"  -  GIST  OF  CRITICAL  COMMENTS  ... 

Examples  of  the  actual  comments  made  in  response  to  the  open  query  are 
presented  below.   They  make  it  quite  clear  that  there  is  really  little 
expectation  that  this  goal  can  or  will  be  achieved. 

Among  the  critical  remarks,  there  are  numerous  variations  upon  the  theme 
that  it  simply  will  not  be  done,  for  comments  are  clustered  \inder  Buch  replies 
as  s 

"It  is  just  propaganda;   there  will  be  no  improvement,"   -    19?^ 

"Can't  be  reached  due  to  lack  of  raw  materials  and 

means  of  production."  .    -    159^ 

"Deterioration  of  the  economy  prevents  it."  -    14^ 

"Government  inability  renders  it  impossible."  -    11^ 

Even  among  those  who  make  conditionally  positive  replies  can  be  seen  the 
erection  of  prerequisite  that  indicate  they  do  not  really  expect  the  announced 
goal  to  be  achieved,  since 

"This  aim  can  only  be  reached  by  imports  from  abroad."    -     6?^ 
"This  aim  can  only  be  reached  by  reunification,"         -     5^ 

COMMENTS  IN  DETAIL  ... 

INFORMATION t 

"One  of  the  aims  announced  at  the  Fifth  SED  Party  Convention 

was,  that  the  GDR  should  surpass  West  German  Republic  per 

capita  consumption  by  196I," 

"TiTiat  is  your  opinion  on  this  subject?" 

Industrial 
Fair  1958 
(400) 

NEGATIVE  ANSWERS 

It  is  .just  propaganda;   there  will  be  no  improvement}  19^ 

"It  is  10  years  now  that  we  have  heard  the  same  old  story.  Things 
have  never  changed.  It  was  mere  propaganda.  I'm  sure  it  will  be 
the  same  with  these  new  promises." 

"We  heard  too  much  of  such  promises.  We  don't  believe  it  anymore," 

"It  is  just  idle  talk," 

"It  is  another  empty  promise.  We  don't  believe  it." 

"They  must  take  us  for  absolutely  stupid  if  they  think  that  we 
believe  those  tales," 

"Those  are  just  empty  phrases  -  nothing  else." 

This  aim  cannot  be  reached  because  of  the  lack  of  raw  materials 

and  means  of  production?  15 

"With  the  shortage  of  coal,  ore  and  other  raw  materials  we  cannot 

even  dream  of  it.   From  where  should  we  get  these  important 

materials?  From  the  Russians?  I  don't  think  so?" 
"V/e  don't  have  enough  raw  materials.  With  the  material  at  hand 

it  is  impossible  to  increase  production." 
"That  will  never  be.  Y/e  lack  everything  that  is  needed  for  such  a 

purpose.  We  work  with  substitutes,  just  imitating  products  we  have 

seen  in  the  V/est." 
"They  are  bluffing.   In  order  to  reach  that  aim,  they'd  have  to 

provide  us  with  the  necessary  machines  and  raw  materials  but  I'm 

sure  we'll  never  get  them," 
"We  still  work  with  machines  and  tools  of  the  19th  century.  The  material 

is  bad;  our  products  are  of  poor  quality,   I'm  sure  it  will  stay 

that  way."  /r.  -nj       4-     \ 

•^  (Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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(Cont'd  from  preceding  page) 
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The  economy  of  the  GDR  has  deteriorated  to  such  an  extent 
that  this  aim  cannot  be  reached; 

"We  don't  think  this  will  be  possible,  \7hat  has  been  neglected 

for  so  many  years  cannot  be  made  up  in  such  a  short  time," 
"A  state  with  such  a  poorly  operating  economy  cannot  recover 

in  such  a  short  time." 
"Our  economy  is  incompetent  and  sluggish.  They  tackle  problems 

from  the  wrong  direction.  The  workers  are  getting  tired  of 

having  to  straighten  things  out  themselves." 
"Since  1945  they  keep  promising  us  that  things  will  become 

better.   I  ask  myself,  however,  whether  an  exhausted  country  is 

able  to  recover  in  such  a  short  time," 
"V/e  are  absolutely  down.   Our  economy  is  in  such  a  deplorable  state 

that  I  think  it  cannot  be  built  up  again," 

The  inability  of  the  government  renders  it  impossible;  11 

"As  matters  stand  today,  it  is  absolutely  hopeless.  Our 

government  is  inefficient," 
"In  view  of  the  inability  of  our  so-called  government,  I  think 

it  impossible  that  this  aim  will  be  achieved." 
"Our  administration  is  top-heavy.  Once  a  thing  has  been  messed  up, 

red  tape  is  no  remedy." 
"As  long  as  the  government  does  our  thinking,  things  will  not  change," 
"Our  government  is  unable  to  replace  failures  by  farsighted  men," 

There  will  be  no  improvement,  rather  a  detrioration 

(without  specification);  9 

"I  can  only  laugh  at  that.   It's  impossible  to  reach  this  aim,  material 

is  getting  more  scarce  and  more  expensive  all  the  time." 
"I  have  lost  all  hope  for  the  future.  V/e  were  havin;-?  a  hard  time  all 

these  years  and  I'm  sure  it  will  stay  that  way." 
"It  will  never  happen  to  us.  Before  that  happens  the  world  will  go 

to  pieces." 
"That's  impossible.  Our  living  conditions  will  worsen,  prices  will 

continue  to  rise." 

The  USSR  hinders  all  improvements;  5 

"I  don't  believe  it.  The  Russians  will  never  permit  us  to  be  better 

off  than  they  are." 
"There  will  be  no  improvement  as  long  as  the  Kremlin  has  a  say  and 

after  all,  we  are  controlled  by  the  Kremlin." 
"I  don't  think  so.  We'll  never  be  better  off.  The  USSR  wants  us 

to  follow  its  orders.  We  must  not  claim  anything;  after  all  we 

lost  the  war." 

Other  answers ;  4 

"To  every  person  with  a  sound  judgment  it  is  clear  that  this 

aim  will  never  be  reached  because  the  depopulation  of  the  GDR 

causes  a  standstill  and  a  general  economic  deterioration." 
"If  the  flight  from  the  GDR  continues,  things  will  get  worse 

instead  of  better." 
"We  have  to  support  the  satellite  states*  T.here's  nothing  left 

for  us." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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CONDITIONAL  POSITIVE  ANSVffiRS 

This  aim  can  only  be  reached  by  imports  from  abroad;  6^ 

"If  our  government  would  enter  into  contact  with  foreign  countries 
in  order  to  import  raw  materials  of  good  quality,  it  might  be 
possible  to  reach  this  goal  but  we  cannot  succeed  alone," 

"V/e  must  establish  trade  relations  with  foreign  countries.   Only  by 
larger  imports  will  a  production  increase  be  possible." 

"Maybe  we  should  enter  into  trade  relations  with  the  V/est," 

"If  we  are  to  reach  this  aim,  more  food  imports  must  be  made." 

This  aim  can  only  be  reached  by  reunification;  5 

"I  think  it  will  only  be  possible  after  revmification  has  been 

achieved  and  we  can  profit  from  the  Western  trade  relations." 
"After  reunification  has  been  achieved,  business  in  general  will 

take  an  upward  trend  and  we'll  be  just  as  well  off  as  you  here 

in  West  Berlin  and  the  Federal  Republic." 
"We'll  only  bo  able  to  reach  this  aim  after  reunification  has 

been  achieved." 

This  aim  can  only  be  reached  in  certain  sectors  s  4 

"This  might  come  true  for  certain  commodities  but  certainly  not 
for  food,  the  distribution  of  which  has  always  been  badly  organized." 

"In  my  opinion,  it  will  only  be  possible  to  increase  the  production 
of  a  few  goods." 

"This  might  be  possible  as  far  as  ordinary  food  articles  are 
concerned  but  it  certainly  does  not  apply  to  luxuries." 

Other  answers  s  5 

"If  this  is  to  come  true,  farmers  must  increase  their  contributions 

even  more,  otherwise  it  can't  be  done." 
"An  increase  of  production  would  only  be  possible  by  putting  the 

workers  under  pressure." 


POSITIVE  ANSVJERS 

Conditions  have  improved  already? 

"We've  made  a  lot  of  progress  already.  Well,  you're  unable  to  judge 
that.  Our  Leipzig  Trade  Fair,  for  instance,  was  by  far  superior  to 
the  Berlin  Industrial  Fair,  but  we  don't  brag  about  those  things." 

"There's  already  real  evidence  of  a  better  life.  V/e  can  buy  what 
we  want  now." 

"You  don't  have  to  take  my  answer  literally.   I  only  meant  to  say 
that  I'm  sure  we'll  succeed.  The  displays  in  the  shop  windows 
have  improved  a  lot;  we  are  making  progress,  slowly  but  surely." 

Russia  will  aid  us  to  reach  this  aim: 


"I  think  that  we'll  reach  this  aim  because  our  relations  with 
Russia  have  improved.   I'm  sure  that  we  can  count  on  Russian  aid." 

"In  order  to  appease  the  Soviet  Zone  population  and  for  reasons 
of  propaganda,  I  think  it  likely  that  Russia  will  help  us." 

(Cont'd  on  next  page) 
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Conditions  nust  improve  in  order  to  prevent  flight  from  the  GDR:  ^ 

"I  have  some  hope  that  this  aim  will  be  reached  because  the 
government  can't  afford  to  have  so  many  people  leave  the  GDR." 

Other  answers  i  '■ 

"Yes,  I  think  we'll  soon  be  able  to  lead  just  as  comfortable 
a  life  as  the  people  in  West  Berlin." 
"We  nay  need  more  time,  but  wo  will  finally  have  things  better." 

Don't  know/No  answer ;  — £_ 
' 105%@ 


*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 

@  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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NINE  OUT  OF  TEN  CALL  AIM  UNLIKELY  -  V/ITH  MAJORITY  LABELLING  IT 
"COMPLETELY  IMPOSSIBLE"  ... 

East  German  respondents  hold  out  little  expectation  that  the  announced 
goal  of  surpassing  t]ae  West  German  per  capita  consumption  (by  I96I)  viill 
be  realized.   Only  one  person  out  of  ten  (9?^)  seems  to  give  it  any  chance 
of  coming  about. 

It  is  most  interesting  to  note  that  among  the  sceptics,  which  comprise 
almost  nine-tenths,  a  majority  (54^)  calls  the  project  completely  impossible. 

"How  likely  is  it,  in  your  opinion,  that  this  aim  will 
be  realized?" 

Industrial 
Fair  I958 
(400) 

Very  likely  ^"^  ^0 

Somewhat  likely  6  )  "^^ 

Unlikely  7  ).. 

Very  unlikely  2?  Y^ 

Completely  impossible  54 

No  opinion  3, 

lOC^o 

KNOWLEDGE  CONCERNING  THE  PARTY  CONVENTION'S  PROCLAMATION  APPEARS  TO  PLAY  A  ROLE  ■ 
IN  INDIVIDUALS '  EVALUATION  OF  THE  PER  CAPITA  CONSUMPTION  GOAL  . . . 

Cross-tabulation  of  the  replies  of  the  respondents  concerning  their  opinions 
of  the  announced  goal  to  surpass  the  Federal  Republic  in  per  capita  consxamption 
and  concerning  the  likelihood  that  this  goal  will  be  achieved,  according  to  the 
original  replies  concerning  their  knowledge  of  the  pronovincements  of  the 
Convention,  contain  some  interesting  figures. 

V'/hile  opinions  among  those  who  claimed  knowledge  as  well  as  janoag  thoBO  who 
admitted  no  knov/ledge  are  overwhelmingly  negative,  there  are  some  differences  in 
reactions  to  be  noted. 

In  the  table  below,  which  shows  the  replies  to  the  open  query  asking  for 

their  reactions  to  the  idea,  based  on  their  admitted  original  level  of  knowledge, 

the  level  of  negative  replies  is  the  same  in  both  groups  (71^  aJ^d  T2fo).     There  is 

a  difference  between  the  percentage  of  replies  in  the  positive  direction.   It  is 

higher  among  those  who  had  some  prior  knowledge  (26^)  than  among  those  who  had 

to  be  told  about  it  (l4^)  -  but  only  because  the  percentage  with  "no  opinion"  is 

higher  in  the  second  group. 

"Do  you  happen  to  know,  what  was  proclaimed 
at  the  Fifth  SED  Party  Convention  in 
July  of  this  year?" 


"^AThat  is  your  opinion  on  this  subject?" 

Positive  answers 
Conditional  positive  answers 
Negative  answers 
No  opinion 


Know 

Don' t  know 

(275) 

(125) 

Gfo 

2fo 

20 

12 

71 

72 

5 

14 

1005^0 

1005^. 

17  - 


Know 

Don ' t  know 

(275) 

(125) 

t$ 

2/. 

8 

2 

8 

4 

25 

50 

52 

57 

100/0 

100/d 

The  greater  "uncertainty"  (i.e.  no  opinion)  foxind  in  the  table  above  is 
not  found  in  the  one  below.  Here  are  the  replies  concerning  the  likelihood  of 
the  plan's  being  achieved,  according  to  their  original  knowledge  about  the 
Convention's  pronouncements.  Thus,  while  they  may  have  been  reluctant  to  make 
a  comment  concerning  the  plan  itself  because  they  did  not  know  about  it,  they 
seemed  to  have  no  reluctance  about  giving  their  judgment  concerning  the  likelihood 
of  its  taking  place.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  they  (those  who  had  not  known  about 
it)  are  somewhat  more  skeptical  of  the  outcome  (879^  called  it  "very  unlikely" 
or  "completely  impossible")  than  those  who  had  some  knowledge  {iTfo).     This  differ- 
ence just  borders  on  the  edge  of  statistical  significance. 

"Do  you  happen  to  know  what  was  proclaimed 
at  the  Fifth  SED  Party  Convention  in  July 
of  this  year?" 


"How  likely  is  it,  in  your  opinion, 
that  this  dm  will  be  realized?" 

Very  likely 
Somewhat  likely 
Unlikely 
Very  unlikely 
Completely  impossible 
No  opinion 

Thus  in  both  cross-tabulations,  while  those  with  knowledge  were  still  highly 
critical  and  skeptical  of  its  fulfillment,  they  were  slightly  more  likely  to 
react  positively  than  those  who  had  not  known  about  it. 

USSR-GDR  ECONOMIC  TIES  CALLED  DISADVANTAGEOUS  BY  THE  MAJORITY  ... 

Of  related  importance  to  the  possibility  of  achieving  or  surpassing  the  per 
capita  consumption  of  the  Federal  Republic  is  the  help  or  the  hindrance  which  the 
economic  ties  between  the  GDR  and  the  Soviet  Union  play  on  the  economy  of  the 
East  Zone, 

A  majority  of  those  interviewed  labelled  these  ties  as  disadvantageous  to 
the  GDR  (52^)5  while  about  one-fourth  (27%)  saw  some  value  in  them.   In  this  con- 
nection it  is  noteworthy  that  almost  all  the  answers  on  the  negative  side  go  to 
the  extreme  category  of  "great  disadvantage"  (44^)  rather  than  to  the  more  conser- 
vative reply  of  "some  disadvantage"  (8^).  On  the  positive  side  of  the  ledger, 
however,  exactly  the  reverse  occurs.  Most  of  those  replying  that  the  economic 
ties  are  of  advantage  only  select  the  "some  advantage"  answer  (22^),  while  few 
say  that  it  is  of  "great  advatntage"  (5/^). 

"\7hen  you  consider  the  economic  ties  existing  between  the 
USSR  and  the  GDR,  in  your  opinion,  are  these  ties  of 
advantage  or  of  disadvantage  to  the  GDR?  (Great  or  some?)" 

Industrial 
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Of  great  advantage  5^)275/ 

Of  some  advantage  22  )  '^'' 

Of  some  disadvantage  8  )j.p 

Of  great  disadvantage  44  ) 

No  opinion  21 

-  18  - 


Only  among  that  small  minority  (5^)  who  saw  "great  advantage"  in  the 
economic  ties  between  the  GDR  and  the  USSR  was  there  a  majority  voicing 
confidence  that  the  Fifth  Party  Convention  goals  with  respect  to  per  capita 
consumption  would  be  realized.  The  indications,  therefore,  are  very  strong 
that  only  this  small  group  might  be  thought  of  as  the  convinced  Communists 
or  that  group  strongly  influenced  by  the  Communists  in  the  GDR. 

The  following  cross-tabulation  of  the  ansv/ers  on  the  likelihood  of 
achieving  the  desired  per  capita  consumption  according  to  their  views  on  the 
nature  of  the  economic  ties  can  be  seen  in  the  table  below.  Not  only  among 
those  who  saw  the  economic  ties  as  disadvantageous  but  also  among  those  who 
called  them  of  "some  advantage"  is  there  a  majority  calling  the  plan  "very 
unlikely"  or  "completely  impossible"  (percentages  range  from  95^  to  "JYfo). 

"When  you  consider  the  economic  ties  existing  between 
the  USSR  and  the  GDR,  in  your  opinion,  are  these 
ties  of  advantage  or  of  disadvantage  to  the  GDR? 
(Great  or  some?)" 

Of       Of 
Of  great  Of  some   some  dis-  great  dis-  No 
advantage  advantage  advantage  advantage   opinion 

(2o7        (887        (w       (Trfy         (sfr 

"How  likely  is  it,  in  your 
opinion,  that  this  aim  will 
be  realized?" 


Very  likely 
Somewhat  likely 

15 

4 
19 

5 

Yo 

4 

Unlikely 
Very  unlikely 

10 
5 

8 
32 

20 

50 

4 

25 

»  . 
70 

7 

22 

Completely  imposs 

lible 

- 

59 

27 

58 

No  opinion 

10 
lOC^o 

2 

lOC^o 

lOC^o 

1 

10(^0 

10^0 
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APPENDIX 


"As  far  as  you  can  judge,  would  you  aay  that  conditions 
in  the  GDR  have  improved  recently,  or  wouldn't  you  say  so?" 


Total 


Yes,      No,  not  No        No.  of 

improved  improved  Worsened  opinion    cases 


669^0 


i'fo,..ioo^   400 


Sex: 

Men 

12 

67 

20 

1 

181 

Women 

7 

66 

27 

» 

219 

Education: 

Elementary  school 

8 

64 

28 

- 

283 

Beyond  elementary 

12 

75 

13 

2 

117 

A^e: 

Up  to  24  years 

17 

74 

9 

- 

47 

25  to  34  years 

26 

46 

26 

2 

51 

35  to  44  years 

6 

70 

23 

1 

94 

45  "to  54  years 

6 

76 

18 

- 

96 

55  years  and  over 

5 

61 

36 

- 

112 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

8 

68 

21 

3 

58 

Businessmen 

- 

65 

35 

- 

26 

White-collar  workers 

15 

70 

13 

2 

52 

Skilled  laborers 

15 

65 

20 

- 

75 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

8 

79 

.13 

- 

58 

Domestic  service 

- 

64 

56 

- 

11 

Farmers ;  farmhands 

<- 

69 

31 

- 

52 

Housewives 

6 

60 

34 

- 

77 

Pensioners;  retired 

7 

61 

32 

- 

28 

Students;  apprentices 

17 

74 

9 

- 

23 

Lajid: 

Brandenburg 

18 

69 

15 

- 

61 

Sachsen 

9 

63 

27 

1 

128 

Sachsen/Anhalt 

6 

65 

28 

1 

95 

Thueringen 

7 

72 

21 

- 

68 

Mecklenburg 

4 

71 

25 

- 

48 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 


-  20  - 


"V/hen  you  consider  the  relationship  between  the  Church 
and  the  Government  in  the  GDR:  In  your  opinion,  is  the 
Church  free  and  independent,  or  does  the  Government 
exercise  control?  (Fully  free  or  somewhat  free  and 
independent?)   (Under  strong  or  under  some  control?)" 


Fully 

free      Somev^hat    Under   Under 
and  in-   free  and    some    strong 
dependent  independent  control  control 


No 
opinion 


Total 


^io 


Yfo  2Tfo  6(^0  &fo.,,100fo 


No.   of 
cases 

400 


Sex? 

Men 

6 

1   ' 

30 

55 

8 

181 

V/omen 

1 

1 

24 

G(> 

8 

219 

Education; 

Elementary  school 

3 

1 

26 

62 

8 

285 

Beyond  elementary 

5 

1 

27 

58 

9 

117 

A^e: 

Up  to  24  years 

11 

4 

26 

46 

15 

47 

25  to  54  years 

14 

2 

22 

48 

14 

51 

55  to  44  years 

1 

- 

26 

69 

4 

94 

45  to  54  years 

- 

- 

34 

58 

8 

96 

55  years  and  over 

1 

1 

24 

67 

7 

112 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

- 

5 

26 

65 

8 

38 

Businessmen 

- 

- 

23 

75 

4 

26 

Y/hite-collar  workers 

6 

- 

38 

50 

6 

52 

Skilled  laborers 

9 

- 

29 

54 

8 

75 

Semi-skilled  laborers 

5 

5 

54 

49 

11 

38 

Domestic  service 

- 

- 

18 

82 

— • 

11 

Farmers;  farmhands 

- 

- 

31 

66 

3 

32 

Housewives 

- 

1 

16 

75 

10 

77 

Pensioners;  retired 

4 

- 

25 

60 

11 

28 

Students;  apprentices 

9 

4 

22 

48 

17 

23 

Land: 

Brandenburg 

10 

2 

26 

59 

3 

61 

Sachsen 

5 

1 

26 

56 

12 

128 

Sachs en/Anhalt 

2 

1 

32 

60 

5 

95 

Thueringen 

- 

1 

22 

64 

13 

68 

Mecklenburg 

-  , 

- 

27 

69 

4 

48 
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"How  long,  do  you  think,  it  will  take  until  reiinification 
occurs?  Do  you  believe  we  will  achieve  reunification 
within  the  next  1  to  2  years,  5  to  5  years,  within  the 
next  10  years,  or  do  you  believe  it  will  take  even  longer?" 


Don't 

believe 

reunification 

will  be 

Will 

achieved,  re- 

Within 

the 

next 

take 

unification 

Quali- 

1 

-2   5 

-5 

10 

even 

does  not 

fied 

Mo 

No.  of 

years  years 

years 

longer 

seem  feasible 

answer 

opin: 

ion  cases 

Total 

% 

16^0 

Vflo 

26/0 

27/0 

\1o 

1/0. 

.loc^b  400 

Sex: 

Men 

5 

22 

24 

24 

19 

7 

1 

181 

Women 

2 

11 

22 

29 

54 

1 

1 

219 

Education : 

Elementary  school 

3 

15 

21 

26 

52 

2 

1 

283 

Beyond  elementary 

2 

19 

28 

27 

U 

9 

1 

117 

Af^es 

Up  to  24  years 

6 

30 

17 

21 

9 

13 

4 

47 

25  to  34  years 

6 

25 

21 

20 

20 

6 

2 

51 

55  to  44  years 

1 

7 

22 

35 

32 

5 

- 

94 

45  to  54  years 

2 

18 

31 

29 

20 

- 

- 

96 

55  yeaJTs  and  over 

2 

12 

20 

25 

40 

5 

- 

112 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

- 

18 

34 

24 

16 

8 

- 

38 

Businessmen 

- 

23 

23 

31 

25 

- 

- 

26 

Vftiite-collar  workers  4 

17 

23 

35 

17 

4 

- 

52 

Skilled  laborers 

4 

19 

24 

24 

21 

5 

3 

75 

Semi-skilled 

laborers 

3 

11 

23 

29 

29 

5 

- 

38 

Domestic  searvioe 

- 

18 

- 

27 

55 

-  " 

•» 

11 

Farmers;  farmhands 

3 

6 

28 

28 

32 

5 

i« 

32 

Housewives 

4 

12 

21 

27 

36 

- 

- 

77 

Pensioners;  retiree 

I  - 

7 

25 

14 

54 

- 

- 

26 

Students; 

apprentices 

4 

40 

13 

22 

4 

15 

4 

23 

Land: 

Brandenburg 

2 

18 

24 

30 

24 

2 

- 

61 

Sachsen 

5 

20 

16 

25 

27 

5 

2 

128 

Sachs en/Anhalt 

1 

11 

33 

29 

24 

2 

- 

95 

Thueringen 

- 

16 

18 

29 

31 

6 

- 

68 

Mecklenburg 

4 

15 

29 

17 

51 

4 

- 

48 
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"li/hich  way,  do  you  think,  reunification  is  more  likely 
to  be  achieved:  Through  negotiations  between  the 
West  German  Federal  Government  and  the  GDR,  or  through 
negotiations  between  the  Western  Powers  and  Russia?" 


Through 

negotiations 

between  the 

Through 

Tffest  German 

negotiations 

Federal 

between  the 

Government 

Western  Powers 

Qualified 

,  Both 

No 

No.  of 

and  the  GDR 

and  Russia 

answer 

ways 

opin 

ion  cases 

Total 

159^0 

5?/ 

2^ 

25/0 

"^io. 

.loo^'o  400 

Sex: 

Men 

16 

55 

3 

25 

1 

161 

Women 

11 

57 

1 

26 

5 

219 

Education: 

Elementary  school 

15 

60 

2 

21 

4 

283 

Beyond  elementary 

14 

47 

2 

55 

2 

117 

A^e: 

Up  to  24  years 

•   19 

45 

4 

50 

4 

47 

25  to  54  years 

20 

54 

- 

26 

- 

51 

55  to  44  years 

13 

60 

4 

18 

5 

94 

45  to  54  years 

8 

54 

- 

35 

3 

96 

55  years  and  over 

12 

63 

2 

21 

2 

112 

Occupation : 

Professionals 

11 

55 

3 

31 

- 

58 

Businessmen 

15 

69 

- 

12 

4 

26 

V/hite-collar  workers 

17 

64 

. 

17 

2 

52 

Skilled  laborers 

17 

50 

5 

27 

1 

75 

Semi-skilled  laborers      8 

47 

5 

29 

•11 

58 

Domestic  service 

- 

55 

— 

45 

_ 

11 

.  Farmers;  farmhands 

6 

66 

5 

25 

_ 

52 

Housewives 

14 

58 

. 

25 

5 

77 

Pensioners;  retired 

7 

68 

- 

25 

- 

28 

Students;  apprentices     22 

39 

- 

55 

4 

25 

Lnnd : 

Brandenburg 

15 

57 

- 

25 

3 

61 

Sachsen 

20 

55 

4 

21 

2 

128 

Sachs  en/Anha 1 1 

9 

56 

1 

50 

4 

95 

Thueringen 

6 

62 

5 

25 

4 

68 

Mecklenburg 

13 

58 

- 

29 

48 
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"Do  you  happen  to  know,  what  was  proclaimed  at  the 
Fifth  SED  Party  Convention  in  July  of  this  year?" 

No.  of 

Yes  No  cases 

Total  69/0  ^l'fo...lO(y/o  400 

Sex; 

Men  91  9  181 

Women  51  49  219 

Education; 

Elementary  school  65  55  285 

Beyond  elementary  73  22  117 

Age.: 

Up  to  24  years  68  52  47 

25  to  54  years  82  18  51 

55  to  44  years  77  25  94 

45  to  54  years  72  28  96 

55  years  and  over  54  46  112 

Occupation; 

Professionals  84  I6  58 

Businessmen  81  19  26 

White-collar  workers  79  21  52 

Skilled  laborers  77  25     "  75 

Semi-skilled  laborers  71  29  58 

Domestic  service  45  55  11 

Farmers;  farmhands  69  51  52 

Housev;ives  45  55  77 

Pensioners;  retired  57  45  28 

Students}  apprentices  78  22  25 

Land; 

Brandenbiarg  75  25  6I 

Sachsen  68  52  128 

Sachsen/Anhalt  66  54  95 

Thueringen  65  57  68 

Mecklenburg  75  25  48 
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Total 


"Do  you  happen  to  know,  what  was  proclaimed  at  the 
Fifth  SED  Party  Convention  in  July  of  this  year?" 

IF  "Yes"s 


"Could  you  tell  me  what  this  proclamation  contained?" 

A.  Safeguarding  the  peace 

B.  Industrial  output  to  be  increased  until  I965 

C.  Rise  in  goals  for  the  economic  plan 

D.  GDR's  per  capita  consumption  must  surpass 

that  of  the  German  Federal  Republic  by  I96I 

E.  Normalization  of  the  Berlin  situation 

F.  Revmification  is  a  purely  German  problem 

G.  Continuation  of  the  fight  against 

"atomic  war"  politicians 


B 


5C9^o       ^\io       57^,       61/0 


No  No, 

opin-  No  .  of 

iph       answer     cases 


53%     19/°     1/0   3i/».. self's©  400 


Sex: 


Men 

46 

58 

55 

79 

12 

41 

28 

2 

9 

..328@ 

181 

Women 

19 

27 

23 

47 

4 

26 

11 

1 

49 

..207@ 

219 

Educations 

Elementary  school 

29 

33 

51 

59 

6 

31 

16 

2 

55 

,.242@ 

285 

Beyond  elementary 

38 

59 

50 

(,(> 

11 

57 

26 

1 

22 

..510@ 

117 

Ages 

Up  to  24  years 

36 

51 

40 

53 

4 

34 

19 

2 

32 

..27l@ 

47 

25  to  34  years 

47 

59 

57 

74 

12 

41 

22 

2 

18 

..532@ 

51 

35  to  44  years 

34 

37 

41 

70 

12 

41 

15 

2 

23 

.,279@ 

94 

45  to  54  years 

31 

48 

32 

62 

5 

32 

17 

1 

28 

..256® 

96 

55  years  and  over 

20 

25 

27 

50 

6 

22 

16 

1 

•  46 

..215@ 

112 

Occupation: 

Professionals 

29 

63 

55 

79 

8 

26 

16 

- 

16 

..292® 

38 

Businessmen 

31 

58 

35 

73 

15 

46 

23 

- 

19 

..300@ 

26 

White-collar  workers 

42 

58 

52 

69 

10 

36 

29 

2 

21 

..519© 

52 

Skilled  laborers 

45 

40 

41 

69 

8 

45 

24 

- 

25 

..295® 

75 

Serai-skilled 

laborers 

34 

32 

42 

57 

8 

32 

8 

3 

29 

..245® 

58 

Domestic  service 

27 

36 

27 

36 

- 

9 

IB 

- 

55 

..208® 

11 

Farmers ;  farmhands 

28 

44 

37 

60 

6 

37 

22 

- 

31 

..265® 

52 

Housewives 

12 

15 

13 

40 

6 

21 

8 

4 

55 

..174@ 

77 

Pensioners;  retired 

18 

21 

25 

54 

4 

21 

14 

- 

43 

. . 200® 

28 

Students; 

apprentices 

48 

70 

48 

70 

9 

39 

30 

4 

22 

..540@ 

25 

Lands 

Brandenburg 

29 

41 

46 

69 

8 

41 

16 

- 

25 

..275® 

61 

Sachsen 

35 

42 

37 

60 

7 

50 

22 

2 

32 

.,267® 

128 

Sachs en/Anhalt 

28 

54 

28 

59 

7 

32 

15 

1 

34 

..256® 

95 

Thueringen 

31 

43 

32 

56 

10 

29 

18 

3 

37 

;..259@ 

68 

Mecklenburg 

29 

48 

46 

67 

6 

35 

25 

- 

25 

..281® 

48 

®  Some  respondents  gave  more  than  one  answer. 
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"How  likely  is  it,  in  yoxir  opinion,  that  this  aim  will 
be  realized?" 


Total 

Sex; 

Wen 
Women 

Education: 

Elementary  school 
Beyond  elementary 

Age; 

Up  to  24  years 


25 
35 
45 


to  34  years 
to  44  years 
to  54  years 


55  years  and  over 

Occupation; 
Professionals 
Businessmen 
V/hite-collar  workers 
Skilled  laborers 
Semi-skilled  laborers 
Domestic  service 
Farmers ;  farmhands 
Housewives 
Pensioners;  retired 
Students;  apprentices 

Land; 

Brandenburg 

Sachsen 

Sachsen/Anhalt 

Thueringen 

Mecklenburg 


Complete- 
Very   Somewhat  Un-    Very  un-  ly  im-    No     No.  of 
likely  likely   likely  likely   possible  opinion  cases 


Jlo 

6/0 

5 

8 

* 

5 

2 

4 

6 

10 

13 

8 

10 

16 

- 

6 

1 

2 

- 

4 

2 
7 


1 
17 

3 

5 
3 


13 

8 

7 
10 

5 
3 

4 
9 

13 
3 
5 
3 

10 


8 

23 

6 

30 

7 

25 

7 

31 

4 

32 

6 

18 

6 

28 

12 

35 

5 

22 

5 

24 

4 

23 

12 

58 

7 

34 

10 

24 

9 

18 

- 

28 

9 

21 

4 

25 

4 

17 

5 

25 

9 

30 

9 

25 

9 

28 

- 

25 

54/» 

^. 

.1009^0  400 

54 

2 

181 

54 

5 

219 

59 

5 

285 

42 

4 

117 

52 

11 

47 

48 

2 

51 

58 

2 

94 

50 

• 

96 

65 

4 

112 

50 

5 

38 

69 

4 

26 

40 

- 

52 

45 

- 

75 

53 

3 

38 

73 

- 

11 

^(> 

3 

52 

62 

4 

77 

63 

4 

28 

36 

17 

23 

52 

2 

61 

50 

5 

128 

55 

3 

95 

57 

3 

68 

59 

6 

48 

*  Less  than  one  half  of  one  per  cent. 
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"lii/hen  you  consider  the  economic  ties  existing  between 
the  USSR  and  the  GDR,  in  your  opinion,  are  these  ties 
of  advantage  or  of  disadvantage  to  the  GDR?   (Great 
or  some?)" 


Total 


Of        Of 
Of  great  Of  some   some  dis-  great  dis-  No      No.  of 
advantaf?e  advantage  advantage  advantage  opinion  cases 


22/0 


44/0    2l/o..lOC^o  400 


Sex; 

Men 
Women 

Education; 

Elementary  school 
Beyond  elementary 

Age; 

Up  to  24  years 
25  to  54  years 
55  to  44  years 
45  to  54  years 
55  years  and  over 

Occupation; 
Professionals 
Businessmen 
^White-collar  workers 
Skilled  laborers 
Semi-skilled  laborers 
Domestic  service 
Farme  r  s  5  f  armhand  s 
Housewives 
Pensioners;  retired 
Students;  apprentices 

Land; 

Brandenburg 

Sachsen 

Sachsen/Anhalt 

Thueringen 

Mecklenburg 


9 
1 


5 

10 


19 

16 
1 
1 
1 


22 

7 
7 

4 

4 


27 

18 


15 
59 

28 
25 
24 
22 
16 

57 
55 
51 
17 
15 
9 

16 
12 
21 
44 

55 
25 
15 
19 
25 


8 
7 

8 
6 

15 

10 

12 

5 

5 


15 

15 

8 

6 
5 

4 
4 

2 
8 

12 

7 
6 


41 

15 

48 

26 

52 

22 

24 

21 

25 

17 

35 

14 

46 

17 

48 

24 

52 

28 

54 

21 

57 

8 

37 

13 

45 

15 

50 

21 

27 

64 

44 

54 

52 

.30 

61 

14 

13 

17 

43 

15 

45 

17 

45 

26 

45 

27 

46 

23 

181 
219 

285 

117 

47 
51 
94 
96 
112 

58 
26 

52 

75 
38 
11 
52 

77 
28 

25 

61 
128 

95 
68 
48 
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